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ACCRA, GHANA, April 2026 – Vusi Thembekwayo Delivers Keynote Address at 

Inaugural Africa Real Estate Festival 2026 in Accra, Ghana 

 

Global business strategist and venture capitalist addresses over 1,500 delegates on Africa's 

trillion-dollar real estate opportunity, continental unity, and the four pillars of competitive 

performance 

 

Vusi Thembekwayo, Executive Chairman of Thembekwayo Legacy Group and founder of 

MyGrowthFund Venture Partners, delivered the keynote address at the maiden edition of the 

Africa Real Estate Festival (AREF) 2026, held 18-19 April at the Palms Convention Center in 

Accra, Ghana. 

 

The two-day festival, convened under the theme "Innovation Meets Identity: Designing 

Africa's Next Living Experience," brought together more than 1,500 delegates from over 30 

countries, including developers, policymakers, architects, investors, PropTech innovators, 

and financial institutions. AREF 2026 was organised in collaboration with Nilex Properties, 

Goldkey Properties, the Ministry of Works, Housing and Water Resources, and the Real 

Estate Agency Council (REAC). 

 

Thembekwayo's address challenged the widely held narrative that Africa is a continent of 

"potential" and argued instead that international investors are already operating profitably 

across African markets. He identified four anchor economies, South Africa, Nigeria, Ghana, 

and Kenya, as representing a combined trillion-dollar opportunity and called on African 

leaders and entrepreneurs to match the moment with disciplined execution. 

 

"The rest of the world already sees Africa as a single unitary block of opportunity. Africans 

are often the only ones still drawing boundaries between themselves," Thembekwayo told 

the audience, invoking the Zulu greeting "Sawubona," meaning "We see you," as a call for 

continental solidarity and collective economic action. 

 

The keynote addressed several themes of direct relevance to the real estate and urban 

development sectors, including Africa's youth dividend. Thembekwayo also highlighted the 

continent's energy deficit and framed infrastructure gaps as commercial opportunities for the 

private sector. 

 

He closed with a four-pillar framework for competitive performance: surrounding yourself 

with the right people, building a clear strategy and playbook, identifying the tools and 

resources required, and cultivating a winning mindset necessary for extraordinary results. 

 

AREF 2026 also produced the AREF Report 2026, a data-driven publication on real estate 

trends and opportunities across the continent. Organisers have confirmed plans to expand 

the festival into a continent-wide circuit of regional editions. 

 

Thembekwayo's AREF keynote follows his recent address at The Platform Nigeria 2026 in 

Lagos, where he spoke on intra-African economic collaboration to an audience of business 



leaders, entrepreneurs, and professionals. 

 

About the Africa Real Estate Festival (AREF) 

AREF is a pan-African platform dedicated to empowering the real estate ecosystem through 

events, research, innovation programmes, and partnerships. Founded by Desmond Kwesi 

Oteng, AREF connects stakeholders across the full real estate value chain to drive 

sustainable growth, investment, and culturally grounded development in Africa's built 

environment. Learn more at africarealestatefestival.com. 

 

 

About Vusi Thembekwayo 

Vusi Thembekwayo is a global business strategist, venture capitalist, and the Executive 

Chairman of Thembekwayo Legacy Group. As founder and CEO of MyGrowthFund Venture 

Partners and 154 Capital Investors, he leads a pan-African investment firm with a mission to 

back 100 high-growth ventures, create 100,000 jobs, and build 300 sustainable businesses.  

 

He has delivered over 480 keynotes across six continents, from the Oxford Union to 

Harvard's Centre for African Studies, and is the bestselling author of The Magna Carta of 

Exponentiality and Vusi: Business and Life Lessons from a Black Dragon. He was a Dragon 

investor at 28, the youngest African entrepreneur on the cover of Entrepreneur Magazine, 

and has been featured on CNBC, Bloomberg, and Inc. 500. 
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